Day 25

As you read...

Jesus does not end in death and neither will yours. Today we
read together John’s account of Jesus’ resurrection from the tomb.
Just as Jesus said, death could not and would not hold Him.

Truly this is the most significant moment in all of human history to
this point. At the time of Jesus’ death, the disciples were likely
saying to each other, “How could we trust what this man said to us?
He’s dead! Everything is over.”

As we observe the days after His resurrection, however, we can see
that truly their sorrow has turned to joy and their doubt has been
transformed into unstoppable belief. Every step has been
purposeful and now the disciples come to see it.

As you read today, take particular note of how John ends His gospel
in the final verse. There’s a reason why we’ve been on this journey
of discovering in the words of Jesus in John's gospel. Jesus
found it profoundly important to remind His followers of the life
that has been given to all who believe in Him—this includes you.

My prayer for you is that you have been strengthened in your faith
as you have journeyed through John’s gospel. My hope is that you
have found life in the one place where it can be found: in the one,
true God and the One whom He sent, Jesus Christ.

Go into this world as you reflect today on that reality: In Jesus you
have been given to the fullest and that endures into
eternity. Nothing—not even death—can rob you of that
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Read John 20:1-31

The Empty Tomb

20 On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb. 2 So she went running to Simon
Peter and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They've taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they've put him!”

3 At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the
tomb. * The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and got to the tomb first. ® Stooping down, he saw
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. ¢ Then,
following him, Simon Peter also came. He entered the tomb and
saw the linen cloths lying there. ” The wrapping that had been
on his head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded
up in a separate place by itself. ¢ The other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, then also went in, saw, and

believed. ° For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he
must rise from the dead. ° Then the disciples returned to the
place where they were staying.

Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord

11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. As she was crying,
she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in
white sitting where Jesus’s body had been lying, one at the
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head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why
are you crying?”

“Because they've taken away my Lord,” she told them, “and |
don’t know where they've put him.”

¥ Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know it was Jesus. ** “Woman,” Jesus said
to her, “why are you crying? Who is it that you're seeking?”

Supposing he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you've
carried him away, tell me where you've put him, and | will take
him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

Turning around, she said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!”—which
means “Teacher.”

17“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus told her, “since | have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them
that | am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have
seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to her.

The Disciples Commissioned

1% When it was evening on that first day of the week, the
disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because
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they feared the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said
to them, “Peace be with you.”

20 Having said this, he showed them his hands and his side. So
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, | also send you.” %2 After saying this, he breathed
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ?* If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

Thomas Sees and Believes

24 But Thomas (called “Twin”), one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. ?* So the other disciples were telling
him, “We've seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “If | don’t see the mark of the nails in his
hands, put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my
hand into his side, | will never believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were indoors again, and Thomas
was with them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

7 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Don’t be
faithless, but believe.”
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28 Thomas responded to him, “My Lord and my God!”

2 Jesus said, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

The Purpose of This Gospel

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his
disciples that are not written in this book. *! But these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have in his
name.

Questions

1. What do you notice about how John ends his gospel?

2. What does it mean to believe and find life in Jesus according
to what you read in today’s reading?

3. What steps will you take both to keep and strengthen your
belief in Jesus in the days, weeks, and months ahead?

It's important to make a plan! It’s even more important to stick
to it. Talk with a trusted adult, mentor, or parent and share
with them your plan and the reason you're making one.
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A moment to pray.

Each God, You are truly great, wonderful, and at work in my life.
Thank You for the words of life that are recorded here in John’s
gospel. Thank you for preserving over the years so that | might be
able to encounter them here. Continue to pour into my life wisdom,
strength, and courage to grow in my faith and my knowledge of
You. | love You, Lord, and | know that You love me, too. Help me to
abide in that love for all my days finding in you alone. In the
name of Jesus. Amen.
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